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God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 
~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our liv es 
~growing in Christ-l ike character 
~and serving others in lov e. 
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ST A T EM ENT  

Helping people discov er Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 

October 17, 2012 

Issue 17 

   SPIRIT 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

6 So he said to me, “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might 

nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the LORD Almighty.7 “What are you, O 

mighty mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become level ground.’” 

— Zechariah 4:6-7 

My church family, 

In this passage, the prophet Haggai instructed Zerubbabel, the 
governor, to rebuild the Temple of  the Lord. Zerubbabel’s mind 
must have been instantly f looded with budget line items, 
building resources, and all sorts of f inancial calculations. But 
the word of  God for him was clear: this will not be 

accomplished by might or power; it will be accomplished by an outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit of God. In other words, the intangible Holy Spirit of God will manifest 

Himself in tangible ways. 

When I was in 7th grade, at a youth winter camp, the Holy Spirit had come 
unexpectedly, yet, powerfully in our evening worship time. I felt the Holy Spirit of 
God speak into my soul, “I am His beloved child.” I tearfully devoted to Him my 
life and He gave to me an identity, purpose, and mission in life. In that moment, 
God worked through my f riends, too. Some saw visions, others prophesied, and 
still others boldly proclaimed Scripture passages. The intangible Holy Spirit 
began manifesting Himself  in tangible ways in us and through us. But then, only 
a few years af ter all of this, this movement of  the Spirit which had swept through 
our church somehow got twisted and contorted and it split apart my church 
family. 

So, herein lies a deep tension within me: I deeply desire a greater work of the 
Holy Spirit to move in our lives today, but I am fully aware of how “charismatic” 
movements can bring strife and division in the Christian church. I desire to see 
supernatural workings of  God in people’s lives, but I am also wary of emotional 
f renzies which can dangerously and potentially lack substantive truth. 

As I write this to you, I have never been so burdened in my life because I see 
and feel before me a powerless Christianity. I see young men and women 
overwhelmed by their sins and utterly defeated by addictions. I see a f ragile 
generation where marriages and families are falling apart. I see overwhelming 
injustice and brokenness in our surrounding neighborhood. What’s worse is, I 
feel such a profound sense of  powerlessness to do anything about it. 

In John 14:12, when Jesus says to his disciples: “Very truly I tell you, whoever 
believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater 
things than these, because I am going to the Father,” I believe the Holy Spirit 
can empower us not to just f lail around and do nothing, but to do greater works 
than in Jesus’ earthly ministry. I believe the Holy Spirit can empower us to do 
things like break the bondage of  sin and addiction, save a failed marriage, 
rescue an oppressed people, transform an oppressor, forgive the unforgiveable, 
and love the un-loveable. In the years ahead, my prayer is that we would begin 
to see more and more tangible works of an intangible Spirit of God in us. “Not by 
might, not by power, but my Spirit,” says our Almighty God. 

with love, 
James Chang 
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What do I do with this box? 
 
This is NOT a brand new offering. It is a reallocation of your Christmas gift 
expenses. As we “worship God fully” at Christmas, we recognize His present of 
presence. We therefore “spend less” money and “give more” of ourselves, our 
time, to the ones we love. The result is a reallocation of our leftover Christmas gift 
funds to love all. This year, we hope, as one church, to raise:  
    $22,500 to build clean water wells in Rwanda 
    $22,500 to help GVBC’s tsunami relief efforts in Japan 
    $5,000 to provide hot meals for the homeless in Gardena 
    Visit us online at www.gvbc.net for more information! 
 
The box is just a visual reminder for your home. We hope your family will talk about 
Christmas gift expenses and come up with a Christmas spending plan. Then, on 
Dec. 23, during Sunday service, you will give your offering to the Lord by coming 
forward and placing your box on the Communion Table. If you have saved coins, 
please convert them to checks, if possible. Checks should be made payable to 
“GVBC” with “AC” on the memo. 
 
Essentially, this Advent Conspiracy is calling us to celebrate Christmas in a way that 
truly celebrates the coming of Jesus Christ and what Christ brings to this world. 

Merry Christmas! 
Pastor Steve 
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SAMARITAN’S PURSE 

2012 OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

GIFT BOXES 

BY LINDA HAYASHI 

We are once again 
preparing to participate in 

Operation Christmas 
Child!  This is a shoebox 

Christmas gift project 

which was started in 1993 
by Samaritan’s Purse. 

It is a strategic way to 
share the Gospel with 

children in various 
countries worldwide. 

Brochures and boxes will 

be available in the Narthex starting Sunday, October 21. 
The filled shoeboxes will be distributed through local churches overseas 

and each child will also receive a colorful Gospel booklet in their 
appropriate language. There is also a follow-up program of evangelism 

and discipleship offered known as The Greatest Journey to help the 
children in their spiritual journey. 

If you have a shoebox at home, you can giftwrap your box if desired. If 

you would like to purchase a plastic shoebox, the box itself turns into a 
useful gift later. 

Have fun filling the shoeboxes with items such as 
small toys, school supplies, hygiene items, candy, 

and a personal note. Please refer to the brochure in 
the Narthex for additional suggestions and also 

what not to pack. This is a wonderful project for 

families. The shopping and the packing of the boxes 
can be a great teaching opportunity. 

After the boxes are filled, please include a $7 per 
box donation to help cover shipping and other 

project expenses. There is also the option to give 
online at www.samaritanspurse.org/occ and you 

can track the destination of your specific box. 

Please place a rubber band around each closed 
shoebox. 

Shoeboxes will be collected on November 18. 
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October’s Work Day was blessed by volunteers from the Tuesday night basketball group. The 
young people were very efficient in thoroughly cleaning the Community Hall (CH) gym floor, 
spot cleaning the cloth folding chairs, straightening and cleaning the CH storage area, and 
helping with plumbing issues at our 6-unit rentals. Thanks also to the Noguchi family for 
cleaning the narthex windows — shiny clean — weeded and cleaned the courtyard. Other 
things accomplished: 

Cleaned and bleached the ice chests and Igloo containers. 
Cleaned the kitchen walls, floors and counters. 
Cleaned the stove and microwave 
Welded a leaking pipe in the courtyard coffee nook 
Cleaned and resupplied the sanctuary 
Replaced light ballasts in the parking lot 
Painted the 6-unit rental fence, thanks Bobby & Sammy 
Fixed Mecco shade bracket 

Thanks to Hazel Endo’s community group, with head cook, Marcy Cottrell. They whipped up a 
wonderful chili lunch with salad and dessert. The next Work Day is November 3rd, starting at 
8:00 AM. Everyone is invited, no experience necessary. 

OCTOBER WORKDAY 

Adam Marshall, a member of GVBC, is 
working with the 100th Anniversary 
Committee to produce a written record of our 
church history to coincide with our 100 year 
anniversary on August 16, 2014. 

This project was approved by the Board of 
Deacons so Adam is presently arranging 
interviews with some long-time members of 
the church to record their thoughts, trials, 
memories, and joys of their time here at 
GVBC. 

This idea is one of many that the committee 
came up with to celebrate this milestone! 

GVBC 100TH ANNIVERSARY 

HISTORICAL PROJECT 
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Prayers to our many sister and brothers who have lost loved ones: 

� Geri Oda and family in the passing of her beloved sister, Jan Kagimoto. Funeral services 

were held on Friday, October 5 at Faith United Methodist Church. 

Letters to our church family 

� Dear Friends: 

� On behalf of the City of Gardena, we would like to extend our sincere thanks for your 

September donation of $500 [from GVBC’s LOVE fund] to our emergency food pantry. 
Thank you for caring about others in your community. 

For over 33 years we have been able to extend a helping hand to less fortunate families 
and individuals in our Gardena community with emergency food assistance, bus tokens, 
crisis counseling and homeless assistance. Your generosity allows us to continue our 
Emergency Assistance Program that brings together local churches, businesses, and 
individuals in our community to assist those in need. 

Together we can continue in our mission to try to keep up with the increasing needs of 
struggling families and individuals in our community during these tough economic times. 

Sincerely, James Kimmons, Recreation and Human Services Department Supervisor 

By Susie Santana, Recreation Coordinator 

FAMILY NEWS 

OUR MISSION FIELD 

Jim and Leta Van Meter 

During the late summer, the Colorado Springs fire destroyed 346 homes, leaving families 
without shelter. Fortunately, the Van Meters' home was not affected. 

God used Jim and Leta as part of a seven-person team, leading some of the fire victims in a 
six-week long group journey about the personal affects of the monster fire. The purpose was to 
help fire victims process the traumatic event as well as assess what lesson God wanted to 
take place. 

Earlier in the summer, the Van Meters spoke on "Soul Care" for the Go Ye Fellowship Family 
Reunion. The emphasis was on the importance of taking care of one's heart. The group was 
so encouraged by the words of the Van Meters. 

From September 1 to 24, Leta left for both Davao and an area outside Manila, both in the 
Philippines. She was the guest speaker at both retreats for missionary women from many 
organizations and churches. 

The Van Meters thank GVBC and supporters for all their prayers and gifts which made their 
participation in all the mentioned events possible. 

"With so much gratitude for your partnership," they write. 

Thank you for keeping the Van Meters in your prayers. 



Page 6 � � � � 
   SPIRIT 

CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in 
the subject line]. You can also contact 
event leaders directly. 
WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 

 
� Pastoral Staff Appreciation Month 

During the month of October we recognize our 
Pastoral Staff and their spouses. Encourage them with 
a little note of appreciation. A box is on the Narthex 
counter to place your cards and letters of appreciation. 
We will recognize our pastoral staff on Sunday, 
October 28 during the worship services, with 
ref reshments in the courtyard. 

� Facing Your First Holidays Without a Loved One 

Saturday, November 3, 8:30 — 11:00 a.m. This is a 
grief workshop to help those who have lost a love one 
this past year. Taught by Pastor Annette Kakimoto. 
RSVP via the church office. 

� Daylight Savings Ends 

Sunday, November 4 — fall BACK one hour! 
� GVBC Bilingual Worship Service 

Saturday, November 10, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. 
Refreshments served in Room 201 after the service. 
Everyone welcome. The next service will be on 
Saturday, December 8. Contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 
676, eiji@gvbc.net. 

� Annual Election Meeting 

Sunday, November 11, 12:30 p.m., Community Hall. 
Order a boxed lunch for $5.00 (Giuliano’s turkey 
sandwich, salad, & a cookie) or bring your own. 

DEADLINE to order a boxed lunch is Sunday, 
November 4. Sign up by filling out the flyer in your 
bulletin or contact the office. 

� Thanksgiving Sunday November 18. Bring your 

Operation Christmas gift shoeboxes. 
� Office Closed November 22 & 23 for Thanksgiving 
� EPIC College-age Ministry Event 

Friday, November 23, 1:00 — 5:00 p.m. Thanksgiving 
games. Contact Chris Koga, chris@gvbc.net. 

� Getting to Know Us Luncheon Sunday, Nov. 25 

12:30 p.m., room 113 [room next to the kitchen]. To 
sign up fill out your Connection Form. If you are new to 
GVBC, come meet some of our Pastoral Staff and 
Board members. Feel f ree to ask questions about our 
church. To sign up, check off the “Getting to Know Us” 
box on your Connection form or call the office, ext. 0 or 
email gvbc@gvbc.net. 

� New GVBC Workshop: Bread for the Journey 

Sunday, December 2, Room 119. Same workshop 
offered twice: (1) during first service, and (2) during 
second service. This is a workshop offered by Pastor 
Annette Kakimoto on resources available to help you 
study the Bible and learn more about God’s Word. 

� M.O.M. (Mexico Outreach Short-term Missions) 

•Saturday, December 8 
NOTE: a U.S. passport is required. Spanish is 
helpful, but not required. Contact Teresa 
Matsushima at treesaw47@gmail.com. 

 

Gardena Food Pantry 
We are collecting during the months of 
October through December. 

Please leave your donated items in the 
brown box in the Narthex. A complete list 
of  most needed items is available on the 

Narthex counter. 

PLEASE WATCH EXPIRATION DATES! 

We also are accepting checks 
(made out to GVBC with Food 
Pantry in memo line) or cash. 
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Issue 18 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, November 7. 
Hard copies will then be available in the Narthex and Community Hall. 
All articles should be submitted by Sunday, November 4. 

WANTED: Host families to serve 

Thanksgiving dinner to international students 

Many international students attend Pastor Eiji’s Bible studies. 
Since their families are not in the U.S., they would enjoy having 
a Thanksgiving dinner with your family on Thursday, November 
22, Thanksgiving Day. 

Please consider being a host family. Flyers are in the Narthex if 
you are interested in making this day a thankful one for these 
students who are living away from their home. 

DEADLINE to sign up as a host family is Sunday, October 28. 

For more information contact the church office. 

GVBC Harvest Festival is Almost Here 

Wednesday, October 31 

5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

The Annual Harvest Festival is almost here and we need your help!  We’d 
appreciate if each family could contribute 1 to 2 bags of individually wrapped 
candy (unopened bags). Place your candy in the brown box in the Narthex 
marked Harvest Festival. 

Help is still needed with setup, clean-up, booth setup and breakdown; 
manning a booth during Harvest Festival; candy distribution; costume 
preparation, distribution and laundering; security, and traffic control. Setup 
will be on Monday, October 29 and Tuesday, October 30. 

On Wednesday, October 31, doors close at 7:30 p.m., however, the booths 
will remain open until 8:00 p.m. to allow the children enough time to visit all 
the booths. 

If you, your Community Group or ministry are interested in helping, volunteer 
forms are available in the Courtyard after the worship services. To sign up or 
for more information call the office or contact Susan Wakuta, ext. 689 or 
email her at: susan@gvbc.net. 
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Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 

James Chang , Assis tan t Pasto r — Wo rship, ex t. 682 

Annette Kakimo to, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Leadership Developmen t, ex t. 680 

Eiji Osato , Associate Pastor  — Nichigo , ext. 676 

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Daniel Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Youth, ex t. 681 

Layne Wakuta, Pasto ral In tern  — Middle School,ex t.684  

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children ’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

Linda Matsuda — Direc tor  Early  Childhood, ext. 683 (pt)  

J.J . Frey, Worship  Coordinato r (pt)  

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assis tan t, ext. 675  

Jan  Magnani, Secretary, ex t. 671 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo  Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt)  

Aubrey  Matsunami, Chris tian Educ. Secretary , ext. 678 (pt)  

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor  ex t. 673 (pt)  

Kevin Hatashi ta, Main tenance Asst. ( pt)  

Socorro  “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

Kevin Maeda, Main tenance Ass t. (pt)  

Gerald  Mayewaki, Main tenance Asst. (pt)  

Andrew Sunada, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

� Nichigo  Japanese-speaking Service@10:45am Sanctuary  
 

Sunday, October 28/Pastoral Staff Appreciation 
Pastor Steve Langley~ Financial Fitness 

 
Sunday, November 4/Communion 

Pastor Steve Langley ~ Financial Fitness 
 

Sunday, November 11 
Pastors Steve Langley & Eiji Osato, Stan Terasaki ~ 

Report f rom Japan Trip 
 

Sunday, November 18 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Thanksgiving Sunday 

 
Sunday, November 28/Pastoral Staff Appreciation 

Pastor Steve Langley 
 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 

Harvest Festival 

Wednesday, October 31, 

5:30 — 7:30 p.m. 


